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GROSS IGNORANCE. 

The following account is given to our readers as 
in evidence of the ignorance and consequent super- 
stition of a portion of the Methodist clergy, who 
promulgate and countenance this puerile story for 
purposes best known to themselves. The late par- 
son John Summerfield is the voucher; a parson Mills, 
the author ; the ghosts of James and his wife, and the 
heroic Nanny! the actors. On reading this Metho- 
dist story, We were surprised to find no account of 
Hell, which the orthodox are generally better ac- 
quainted with than with Heaven. However, our 
surprise was lessened on reflection ; for the Me- 
thodists would like to prove that their sect only have 
communication with Heaven ; and this account is 
probably intended to operate as good evidence in 
favour of their sect; and prove to the world, that 
Methodists can not only go to Heaven, but also re- 
turn from thence to this world! 

We cannot but cherish a hope, that among the 
Methodist laity there will he found honest men 
and women, of sufficient good sense, to treat, with 
the contempt it merits, this vile attempt to impose 
on the young, the ignorant, and the unwary. The 
crafty clergy need watching; for their object ap- 
pears to be, first, to generate superstition in the 
minds of their dupes, and having moulded them to 
suit their purposes of deception, then to use them 
as beastsof burden. The clergy, that is, many of 
them, are the most profuse of expressions of good 
willto the people, and do this even at the ex- 
pense of truth itself ;—first denying that God is the 
friend of mankind, they then offer themselves as 
good men and true, who are solicitous to serve the 
public ; and for this very cause they should be sus- 
pected, and trusted as honest men trust rogues ; by 
dealing with them in a manner which will prevent 
being cheated. 

EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCE. 
From the Religious Messenger of the Philadelphia 
Conference. 

The following communication has been handed 
us for publication, by a gentleman of this city, who 
received it, as here stated, from the late eloquent 
and pious Summerfield a short time before his death. 
We know the writer, he is a man who is distin- 
guished alike for excellence of character, credibility, 
piety, and moral worth. His name would at once 
remove every possible doubt, as to the faithfulness 
and correctness with which the narrative has been 
furnished ; and as to the certainty, that the account 
we now give, was communicated to him by the per- 
son above named.—Ed. . 

The following account J received from the late 





Rev. John Summerfield, soon after his return from 
England. Mr. S. informed me, that he obtained 
the narrative from the Rev. Richard Watson, the 
gentleman who is now writing the excellent work, 
entitled, “ Theological Institutes ;” one volume ot 
which has reached this country. Mr. Watson re- 
ceived the account from the Rev. Mr. Mills, a mi- 
nister of talent, integrity, and high standing, in the 
Methodist Church in England, and who was an ac- 
tor in the scene. Mr. Watson further informed Mr. 
Summerfield, that he was intimately acquainted with 
Mr. Mills, and knew him to be a man of the greatest 
moral worth, and by no means cre dulous. 

Mr. Mills had travelled a circuit in England in 
which lived a man by the name of James, with whom, 
his wife and children, he was intimately acquainted, 
and at whose house he lodged in passing around 
the circuit. He left the circuit after having tavel- 
led it one year, to attend to the conference, and was 
again returned to it a second time. But in the in- 
teriin, an epidemic disease had prevailed in the place 
where James resided, and both himself and wife 
were carried off by it suddenly, and within a short 
time of each other. Mr. Mills, however, as usual, 
went to his old lodging, which was then occupied 
by the children, but felt gloomy and distressed at 
finding the abode no longer enlivened by the pre- 
sence of its former pious heads; who had been his 
intimate friends ; and in this state of mind retired 
to rest, in the same room in which on former occa- 
sions he had been in the habit of sleeping. 

Soon after laying down, however, Mr. Mills, with 
considerable astonishment, heard, as he supposed, 
some persons whispering in an adjoining room, into 
which he immediately repaired, to ascertain who 
they were, but found no one. He again laid down,and 
concluded that he must have been mistaken ; but the 
circumstance brought to his recollection a rumour 
which he had heard, at a place not very distant, and 
to which he had paid but little attention, that James 
and his wife had been several times seen after their 
death. While thinking on this rumour, he again 
heard the whispering renewed ; this increased his 
surprise ;—and a second time he arose and searched 
the room, but with the same result. He arose the 
third time, from the same cause, but after a strict 
search, could find no one. After this he resolved 
to disregard it, and fell into a deep sleep and heard 
nothing more. The next morning he left the house 
without mentioning the circumstance to the chil- 
dren, to attend an appointment, about three miles 
distant, and as usual, dined at the house of a pious 
old lady in the neighbourhood of the place. This 
woman, though poor and aged, had always insisted 
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on the preachers staying with her; and through re- 
spect for her age and excellent character, they in- 
dulged her wishes. She had provided for Mr. Mills 
a frugal repast, but declined eating with him, stating 
that she preferred waiting on him. 

The old lady was generally known by the fami- 
liar name of Nanny, and by this name she was called 
by the preachers. While Mr. Mills was eating his 
morsel, Nanny, who was seated some distance from 
him, said, “ Mr. Mills, I have a request to make of 
you.” *Well, Nanny, (he replied) what is it?’ ‘Why 
(said she,) that you preach my funeral sermon on 
next Sabbath.’ The request astonished Mr. Mills, 
who looking at her with surprise, said, ‘ Nanny, what 
is the matter with you ? Have you lost your senses 2” 
‘Oh no, sir, (she replied) I know perfectly well what 
Tam talking about, for I shall die on Friday, at 3 
o’clock in the afternoon, and though you will be 
some miles from this place, I want you to comply 
with my request, and if you have ever known any 
thing good of me, that may be serviceable to others, 
you can tell it.’ ‘But (said Mr. M.) before I pro- 
mise tocomply with your request, I should be much 
gratified if you would inform me how you know that 
you will die on Friday, this being on Tuesday ” 
‘Then, sir, I will inform you. You know that re- 
ports have been in circulation, that James and his 
wife have been seen in different places, by various 
persons since their death.’—‘ True (said Mr. M.) 
but I regard it as mere rumour.’ ‘ But, sir, (she re- 
plied) I saw them this morning !’ ‘ You saw them!’ 
‘ Indeed I did, sir. Early this morning, while sweep- 
ing my entry, [ looked up towards the road, and I 
saw two persons, a man and woman, coming to- 
wards the house, who appeared to me to resemble 
James and his wife. I ceased to sweep, and looked 
steadily at them, until they came near to me, when 
I found it really was them.’ Said Mills, ‘ why, Nan- 
ny, were you not afraid ?—‘ Me afraid! Mr. Mills, 
(she replied,) what had I to fear? Indeed I was not 
afraid, for I knew James and his wife in this world, 
and I am sure they were good people, and I was 
quite certain they had not become bad since they 
left it. Well, sir, as I was saying, they came up to 
me and I said, ‘ James! is that you?’ and he said, 
‘ yes, Nanny, it is me; you are not deceived, and 
this is my wife.’ And I said,‘ James are you happy ” 
and he replied ‘I am, and so is my wife; and our 
happiness far exceeds any thing we ever conceived 
of in this world.’ ‘But, (said 1,) James, if you are so 
happy, why have you returned ? To which he re- 
plied, ‘ strange as it may appear to you, there is still 
a mysterious tie existing between us and our friends 
in this world, which will not be dissolved until the 
resurrection ; and also, Nanny, you know that I and 
my wife died suddenly, in consequence of which, it 
has been supposed that I left no Wixi; and in or- 
der to prevent some uneasiness which is likely to 
exist among the children, respecting my property, 
we have been permitted to return to the world, and 
inform some person that I did make a Will, and 
where it may be found. We went—he continued— 
last night, to our former mansion, to inform Mr. 





Mills respecting the Will, bat fonnd he was some- | 


what frightened, and therefore concluded not to tel} 
him, but to see you this morning and request you to 
inform him, as he will dine with you to-day, for we 
passed him on the road ; and we knew, Nanny, that 
you would not be frightened.’ ‘ No, indeed, James, 
I am not alarmed,’ she replied, ‘ for I am vast glad to 
see you, especially since you are happy.’ “The Will, 
he said, ‘ is in a private drawer, in the desk, which 
opens by a secret spring, (here giving a full descrip. 
tion of it,) which the children do not know of, ang 
the executors live in the neighbourhood.’ ‘ Request 
Mr. Mills,’ he said, ‘ to return to the house after dip. 
ner, and he will find the Will, and see the executors, 
and can have things satisfactorily settled in the fami- 
ly. And, said he, Nanny, we are permitted to in- 
form you, that on Friday next at three o’cloek, in 
the afternoon, you will pre, and be with us!’ «Q)! 
James,’ she replied, ‘I am vast glad to hear it. [| 
wish it was Friday now.’—-‘Well,’ said he, ‘be ready, 
for the messenger will certainly call for you at that 
hour.’ She replied, ‘don’t fear, James; by the 
grace of God I will be ready ;’ and they left her.” 

Mr. Mills heard the account with no small de- 
gree of astonishment; aud concluded to return to 
the house from whence he came in the morning, 
Without the least difficulty he found the drawer and 
Will. He also saw the executors, and was pleased 
to find that the Will gave full satisfaction to all con- 
cerned. On the following Friday, at three o’clock, 
pious Nanny died; and Mr. Mills informed Mr, 
Watson, that he preached her funeral sermon on the 
succeeding Sabbath. 

Mr. Watson remarked to Mr. Summerfield, that 
he had always before been an unbeliever on the sub- 
ject of apparitions, but that he did most fully credit 
this account. 

EES 
(From the Rational Bible Reformer, and Unitaria: 
Monitor. 
REPLICATION. 
‘* Ask them that heard me.” 
“ If I say the truth, why do ye not believe 2” 
“ For a good work we stone thee not.” 
Scriprure. 

On Sunday, 19th February, 1826, my authority 
was demanded by Mr. R.—, after sermon delivered 
by me, in the Court-house of West-Union, in 
Adams county, and State of Ohio—for publicly as- 
serting and believing that Mr. Wesley, before his 
death, and at his death, was a firm believer in the 
doctrine of the Restitution of all things, or in other 
words the restoration of all things; and that he had 
informed Mr. Winchester, his intimate friend, of his 
being, for some time past, fully convinced of the truth 
of that doctrine ; though he had not, as yet, fully 
opened himself on that subject to the world ; be- 
cause, he had believed that the public mind was not 
yet ripe for it, &c. &c. but that he had written 4 
sermon opening his sentiments on that subject, and 
left it with the printer to be published hereafter, se- 
veral thousand copies, (and had paid the printer for 
the same) with strict orders to have none of them 
sold, but to have them handed out gratis to the 





world, &c. in answer to which demand of Mr. R.— 
the following is intended :— 

Sir,~I have been well acquainted with the cha- 
racter of the celebrated Winchester ; he was a man 
of uncommon piety, and unimpeachable veracity : 
though a trinitarian Universalist; and held the po- 
pular doctrines of Atonement and natural immor- 
tality of the soul as well as the venerable Mr. Wes- 
jey. The piety and veracity of Mr. Winchester, 
were denied by none who knew him, except his an- 
tichristian adversaries ; whose prejudice and enmity 
were as dexterous in false charges and malicious 
accusations, as were the enemies and persecutors of 
out Lord (as for such I well know by experience, 
that there is nothing too vile for them to say, or fa- 
brieate against the object of their malice)—This ac- 
count, or narration, concerning Mr. Wesley, was 
published by Mr. Winchester, in connexion with a 
beautiful Poem composed by Mr. Wesley, fully and 
clearly expressive of the infinity and immutability 
of God’s love and free grace and mercy to every soul 
of man, and showing that finally every soul of 
Adam’s posterity must be swallowed up in the great 
ocean of divine love. 

In addition to all this I have lately conversed with 
a gentleman of veracity from Europe, (Esq. 
Kennedy, of Kentucky) who gave me a particular 
relation of the same thing—since which, further to 
satisfy myself, I have been reading Mr. Wesley’s 
sermens contained in his fiith volume; in which I 
have ‘ound, to my astonishment, that Mr. Wesley is 
not unly an able advocate for the restitution of all 
things, maintaining the restoration of all men, but 
that he equally vindicates the restoration of all beasts, 
and salvation of all animals, even down to the rats 
and mice, and geese, and ducks, and hens, and chip- 
ping birds, if 1 may not also say the very bugs and 
pismires. This is carrying the universal doctrine 
much farther than any other uthor I ever read, and 
much farther than I am able to believe. But, I think 
that he, though a great and good man, has run out 
of one extreme into another, (not worse but much 
better) he once believed and taught the antichristian 
doctrine of eternal cruelty and endless misery : on 
coming more into the light, from under thie remains 
of popish darkness, and beholding how inconsis- 
tent the doctrine of endless misery was, with the love, 
wisdom, and goodness of God, he was induced to ex- 
tend the goodness of God so fur, as even to hold 
forth and maintain the universal restoration of all 
animals, (if | may not say insects) and the universal 
salvation of dogs and cats, and rabbits, and mice, by 
Jesus Christ ; aud declares them all to be the offspring 
of one common father, the God of love.—He was 
truly a great and good man, but I think this is a great 
mistake: though, I dare not say he is wrong ; per- 
haps the error is in me and not in him. Possibly the 
salvation of all animals and reptiles by Jesus Christ, 
asmaintained by Mr. Wesley, may be true—if it be 
the will of God I have no objection. 

Now taking all these things together, I think I 
had sufficient authority for believing and asserting 
as [ have believed and asserted. 

I shall here insert a few brief extracts from Mr. 
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Wesley’s sermons, in his fitth volume for the perusal 
of our readers :, who may not have the opportunity 
of seeing his fifth Vol. and then leave the reader to 
judge for himself. Zhope Mr. Wesley's votarics will 
not deny or be ashamed of his doctrines. 

Extracts from John Wesley's Sermons, Vol. 5.— 
In page 189, after speaking of the miserable state of 
the world occasioned by sin; he says “It will not 
always be thus: these things are only permitted 
for a season, by the great Governor of the world, 
that he may draw immense, eternal good out of thie 
temporary evil. This is the very key which the 
Apostle himself gives us in the words above recited, 
“ God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he 
might have mercy upon all!” In view of this glori- 
ous event, how well may we cry out, “O the depth 
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God !” “ Although for a season his judgments were 
unsearchable, and his ways past finding out,” Rom. 
xi. 32,33. It is enough, we are assured of this one 
point, that all these transient evils will issue well ; 
will have a happy conclusion, and that “ Mercy first 
and last will reign.” “ All unprejudiced persons 
may see with their eyes, that he is already renewing 
the face of the earth. And we have strong reason 
to hope, that the work he hath begun, he will carry 
on unto the day of the Lord Jesus: that he will ne 
ver intermit this blessed work of his spirit, until he 
has fulfilled all his promises: (all Ais promises) 
“until he hath put a period to sin and misery, and 
infirmity, and death; and re-established universal 
holiness and happiness, and caused all the inhabitants 
of the earth to sing together, Hallelujah ! The Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth!” &e. 

In page 202, After speaking of the wretched 
and unhappy state of millions of createres occasion- 
ed by sin, he says, “ Miserable lot of such innume- 
rable multitudes, who, insignificant as they seem, 
are the offspring of one common Father, the crea- 
tures of the same God of love!” And again in page 
203, he adds, “ So there will be no more sorrow or 
crying. Nay, but there will be a greater delives- 
ance than all this; for there will be no more sin.” 
And again in page 177, after speaking of the pre- 
sent awful and wretched state of man, he says ;-— 
“ Such is the present state of mankind, in all parts 
of the world! But how astonishing is this, if there 
is a Godin heaven? and if his eyes are over all the 
earth! Can he despise the work of bis own band ? 
Surely this is one of the greatest mysteries under 
heaven. How is it possible to reconcile this with 
either the wisdom or goodness of God? And what 
can give ease to a thoughtful mind, under so melan- 
choly a prospect ? What but the consideration, that 
things wij not always be so; that another scene 
will soon be opened. God will be jealous of his 
honour : he Will arise and maintain his own cause. 
He will judge the prince of this world, and spoil 
him of his usurped dominion. He will “ give his 
Son the heathen for his inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for his possession. The earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea.” The loving knowledge of 





God produeing uniform, uninterrupted holiness and 
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happiness, shall cover the earth, shall fill every soul 
of man.” In page 171, after telling us that all er- 
ror, pain, and all bodily infirmities will cease and be 
destroyed by death, he adds, * And death itself, the 
last enemy of map, shall be destroyed at the resur- 
rection, The moment that we hear the voice of the 
Archangel and the trump of God, Then shall be 
fulfilled the saying that is written, Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory. This corruptible body shall 
put on incorruption ; this mortal body shall put on 
immortality: and the Son of God manifested in the 
clouds of heaven, shall destroy this last work of the 
devil ;” then read the same page down with care. 

In page 156, he says, “ And have we nut farther 
ground for thankfulness, yea, and strong consola- 
tion, in the blessed hope which God hath given us, 
that the time is at hand, when righteousness shall 
be as universal, as unrighteousness is now ? Allow- 
ing that “the whole creation now groaneth together, 
under the sin of man; our comfort is, it will not al- 
ways groan: God will arise and maintain his own 
cause. And the whole creation shall then be de- 
livered both from moral and natural corruption. 
Sin, and its consequence pain, shall be no more : 
holiness and happiness will cover the earth. Then 
shall all the ends of the world see the salvation of 
our God. And the whole race of manking@ shall 
know, and love, and serve God, and reign with him 
for ever and ever. 

This is John Wesley’s own language verbatim : 
though manifestly repugnant to, and widely differ- 
ent from modern Methodism. The modern preach- 
erscalled “ Methodist,” are no honour tothe name 
and doctrines of Wesley. They have perverted the 
doctrines of Mr. Wesley as they have the doctrine 
of the Bible. Mr. Wesley was @ Greek scholar, and 
well knew how to apply the for ever, everlasting, 
&e. &e. according to the true meaning of the origi- 
nal; and agreeably to the true limited sense of the 
original speaker, when applied to limited subjects 
and things. When he said, for ever, everlasting, 
&c. &e. he did not always mean endless. 

Question, Why have we never seen some of Mr. 
Wesley’s publications, or public testimony against 
Universalism, if he had considered it an error? as 
a faithful witness of truth would he have neglected 
this important part of duty ?—-?—? The answer is 
easy—He was himself a firm believer in Universal- 
ism, at any rate in the latter part of his life; and 
extended the universal doctrine farther than any 
author I ever read. 

Mr. Wesley was far from believing that the term 
HELL (so much used among modern Methodists) 
ever once signified, or meant, endless misery, any 
more than it meant endless happiness: nay more, 
he was so far from believing that by the term HELL, 
was signified, or meant, a state of endless misery, 
for any soul, that he did not even believe that, by 

the mere term Hell, was meant, or signified, a state 
of misery at all after death ; no! not even teinpo- 
rary misery, of the duration of a single moment. 
But clearly shows, in a discourse of his on that sub- 
ject, in his Ninth Vol. that the term HELL, is a 


Hell, in English, signifies precisely the same thing 
as hades in the Greek, that is, according to My 
Wesley, not a place of misery any more than a place 
of happiness, but simply the spiritual and invisible 
world ; and as truly the place of the righteous as of 
the wicked, until the resurrection. Then he says, 
all its captives shall be delivered, and death and 
hades shall be utterly abolished for ever. HELL 
(or hades) then, according to Mr. Wesley, is as muc| 
the place of the righteous as it is the place of the 
wicked, after death; until the resurrection: afte; 
which (according to Mr. Wesley) it isto be no more 
the place of the one than the other. For then, he 
says, hades shall be utterly abolished for ever, ang 
all its prisoners liberated. Read his discourse op 
this subject in his 9th Vol. This is positively the 
doctrine of Mr. Wesley, concerning Hell.—Yet how 
many thousands of converts have been made, mere. 
ly by the preaching of endless Hell-torments? 4 
doctrine never once hinted in the Bible. 

But, alas; what sort of converts are they when 
made, merely by this kind of antichristian terror ? 
They are more opposed to the true gospel and the 
original Christian cause, more cruel in disposition 
towards their fellow-men, and less qualified to re- 
ceive celestial truth and much more inimical to a 
pure gospel Church and ministry than they were be 
fore, and less friendly to all mankind; except mere- 
ly their own sect. See Wesley on Hades. 

* How are the things of Esau searched out! how 
are his hidden things sought up!” Obad.6. Yea, 
and the period has actually arrived, for them to be 
made manifest and reproved ; and for the founda- 
tions of the antichristian world to be discovered, 
brought into the light, and duly exposed : so as that 
the ministers of antichrist may no longer have it in 
their power to impose on the credulity of an igne 
rant and priest-ridden people.” 


—>-—— 
From the New-England Galary. 


On rue Annocant Prerensions of THe On 
truopox CLeray. Civil society is intended to pro 
mote the mutual happiness of the members of it 
while they live together here on earth. It does not 
extend to a future state of existence, which wil: 
take place undey such regulations as the Almighty 
may think fit to appoint. 

Religion embraces all the motives to good con- 
duct here, and all the means of happiness hereafter. 
Civil society, therefore, has nothing to do with re- 
ligion, but as it tends to mutual happiness while we 
live together bere on earth. Hence, that religion 
which makes a man the best citizen, is the best 
religion for society. A religion that makes a man 
cruel, persecuting, and intolerant, is a bad religion 
for society; and the teachers and preachers ot 
any religion whatever, who are so, are bad men and 
had citizens, whether their opinions be true or false. 
I wish some one would undertake to show how 
public morals are promoted by the doctrines of 
death-béd repentance, election, and reprobation, 
and the final salvation of backshding saints. 





trauslation of the Greek term Hades—that the term 
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tution, well knew the truth could only be discovered, 
and placed on a firm basis, by permitting free dis- 
cussion on every subject. If an opinion be errone- 
ous, it requires discussion, that its errors may be ex- 
posed ; if it be true, it will gain adherents in propor- 
tion as it isexamined. Is an opinion so manifestly 
wrong that every man must see it is so? Itcan do 
no harm. Is it so plausible as to be likely to de- 
ceive mankind by its semblance to truth? The 
more need, then, of cpen and free discussion to ex- 
pose fully the fallacy of it. 

Moreover, as the American legislators well knew 
the infirmities of human nature, and that no set of 
nen had any pretensions to infallibility, they put all 
opinions upon the same footing as to each other, 
and left truth to prevail by its own force and intrin- 
sic evidence. In no other country is the wise tole- 
ration established by law so complete as in this. 
But in no country whatever, is a spirit of perse- 
cution, for mere opinions, more prevalent than in 
the United States of America. [tis a country most 
tolerant in theory, and most bigoted in practice. 
The laws control no man’s opinions; they control 
his conduct oaly. They guarantee freedom of con- 
science, of profession, and of discussion, to every 
creed and form of worship; the framers of them 
well knowing, that the result of conflicting opinion 
and open discussion, can only be truth ; and that no 
opinion deserves to be protected, which cannot pro- 
tect itself. 

But the clergy of this country, I hope not of all 
sects, the Calvinistic clergy chiefly, are united in 
persecuting every man who calls in question any of 


their metaphysical opinions, or who hints at their 


views of ambition and aggrandizement. They dare 
not actually stab or burn him; but they raise the 
outcry of mad dog—they vilify him—they set the 
ignorant upon him to abuse his person, character, 
and conduct. There are honourable exceptions to 
this picture ; but it is faithful as a representation of 
the body. Cowardly and cruel, their machinations 
are private, and their enmity unforgiving. What 
earthly reason can a man have to dread discussion, 
but that his opinion will not bear it? What makes 
men cruel but their cowardice ? Calvin procured 
Servetus to be burned to death. Whom did Christ 
burn? Yet has that gloomy murderer of Geneva 
more Zealots devoted to his intolerant creed in the 
United States, than in any other part of the globe. 
Why ? because it is a fit instrument in the hands of 
the clergy, in proportion as it is intolerant and unin- 
telligible. Weak minds have a vast opinion of the 
knowledge of those who pretend to be familiar with 
truths that appear mysterious. It is with the fet- 
ters of mystery that the priesthood binds and bends 
the spirit and the consciences of their ignorant hear- 
ers. The religion of the Gospel is too plain and 
siinple for their purposes: hence their ardent efforts 
to establish their own mysterious creed. Im what 
country has it been, that the priesthood, as a body, 
have not been cruel and persecuting, dreading con- 
\radiction, hating discussion, and holding every 
doubter as a concealed enemy? They are so here. 

Fellow-Citizens—The Presbyterians of these 





States, the Congregationalists, the Seceders, and in 
some places the Baptists and the Methodists, drag- 
ging after them the timid Episcopalians, have com- 
bined, and for many years have been steadily prose- 
cuting the following schemes, with a perseverance 
and devotedness worthy of a better cause. 

They are steadily aiming at a Cuurca Esta- 
BLISHMENT, at an alliance between Church and 
State, so as to bring the civil power in aid of their 
own plans of aggrandizement. 

They are steadily aiming in their pamphlets and 
their preachings, to establish the religious obligation 
of paying TITHES of all you possess, in strong 
hopes of procuring this system to be established also 
by law. This will render them not only wealthy, 
but independent of their congregations, whom they 
consider as by duty and by right dependent upon 
them ; assuming openly the character of God’s vice- 
gerents, and branding all opposition to their ambi- 
tious designs as blasphemy. They are steadily aim- 
ing to obtain the entire control of every seminary of 
Epccation, throughout the United States ; claim- 
ing the exclusive superintendence of them as a mat- 
ter of right. This is done with a view of infusing 
into the minds of the rising generation, an implicit 
reverence for the priesthood, and an attachment to 
the views and interests of the priesthood. 

They look with a jealous eye at every scientific 
discussion; prohibiting, so far as they dare, all in- 
vestigations that do not harmonize with their own 
theological creed. Their interference has been re- 
cent and violent, with respect to physiological, zoo- 
logical, and geological discussions. Ic is difficult to 
induce a printer, or editor of a scientific journal, to 
insert an article in favour of any opinion whieh the 
clergy have pronounced heterodox. Fanaticism 
has completely clipped the wings of science in this 
couctry. They have organized a stupendous scheme 
of raising a PECUNIARY FUND, to uphold their pre- 
tensions, by picking the pockets of the people under 
some or all of the following pretences. 

The educating of pious young men (as they are 
called) to the ministry. That is, taking those who 
ought to be tillers of the ground, and hiring them, 
by a theological education, as slaves for life to the 
propagation of those tenets, by which the interest 
and the views of these sects are best promoted. At 
ter having been thus educated, apparently at the ex 
pense of these sectarians, and really by means of the 
funds extracted from the folly, the indolence, or the 
good nature of the public, they hold themselves 
bound to the doctrines and interests of their precep- 
tors, and become the standing army of the church 
militant. The establishment of missionary socie 
ties, to furnish the East Indians, the American In- 
dians, the Australasians, and the Africans, with par 
sons who can neither speak the language of thei: 
hearers or make themselves understood. The sub 
scribers to these institutions seldoin or never look 
after the sums they subscribe, which are under the 
absolute control of these manufacturers of mission- 
aties; whose object is not missionaries, so much as 
men devoted to their interest, when they shall come 
out in favour of a church establishment and tithes 
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Societies to make ministers of individual con- 
gregations trustees for life of these missionary so- 


cieties ; and of course, to have a voice in disposing of 


the sums thus elieited from the people’s pockets. 
What the missionaries are, and how they live when 
they can get the means, I hope some one will show 
by exhibiting the style of luxury of the Serampore 
missionaries. 

Prayer Meeting Societies, which, by the means 
of the weak and credulous females who attend them, 

furnish the priests with a sure source of influence 
and information over the domestic concerns of 
every family. 

Female benevolent and missionary societies ; fe- 
male mite societies ; for no sum is too small for their 
acceptance. Juvenile societies of children, who are 
cajoled out of their six cent and twelve cent pieces ; 
cheated out of their gingerbread money, to give to 
institutions of wkich they hardly know the name. 
No sum is too small for acceptance, and no plan too 
mean to acquire it. Missionary fields of corn, 
wheat, and potatoes ; missionary hog societies ; mis- 
sionary rag-bag societies, and missionary scrap so- 
cieties. All means of scraping together money, the 
most trifling and contemptible,are employed by these 
men, not individually, but corporately en masse. 

But their most profitable concern, is that of be- 
coming authors, printers, and booksellers. Com- 
posing, praising, recommending religious tracts, 
sermons, and almanacks. The Bible societies, in- 
terfering with the regular printing trade, cannot 
have less than $50,000 engaged, which brings a 
good interest to the persons who conduct it. 

Such are the means of satisfying the craving for 
money, money, money, employed by this ambitious, 
avaricious, and cra(ty set of men. In all other re- 
spects, they are more devoid of useful knowledge 
than almost any other class of persons in the com- 
munity. But they act in concert; they have thrown 
their fetters over the minds of the people—they 
have cowed the spirit of the community—the lite- 
rary classes are compelled to succuinb them—they 
look forward to the day when they shall govern the 
Union in their own manner, and in the mean time, 
take goed care to plunge their hands deep in the 
pockets of those whom they can flatter or frighten 
into acquiescence and submission. 

If the people do not keep the Clergy under con- 
trol, they will bring the people into abject slavery, 
and keep them there. In every nation upon earth, 
they have done so; what should change their cha- 
racter here? It wasin the year 1822, that the Cler- 
gy of Austria persuaded the monarch over 40 mil- 
lions of people to say, “I want no men of science, 
1 want only obedient subjects. I want no educa- 
tion among my subjects, but what is given by the 
priesthood.” Look at the priesthood in France, 
Spain, Italy, Mexico, even in England ; is not their 
general character one and the same ? Already has 
the religious arrogance of this order of tnen tempt- 
ed them to assume the character of God’s immedi- 
ate agents and vicegerents—placed at an immense 
distance from the herd of inferior beings who comm- 
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In what part of the New Testament has Christ 
said, you cannot approach the Father but through 
the agency of men divinely commissioned from 
among you for that purpose, and well paid for their 
services? Has he not said, Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of you? And yet these men scruple not to de 
clare, that any religious exhortation by a layman, 
any usurpation of the functions usually performed 
by a hired and paid priest, is not only improper and 
indefensible, but a SIN! and Dr. Ashbel Green of 
Princeton denounced such persons as presumptuous 
and sinful intruders on the rights of the priesthood! 
They claim it as a right to be exclusively hired and 
well paid ; and we patiently submit to it! as if the 
God of love, the kind Father and Preserver of the 
human race, were a gloomy, haughty tyrant, not to 
be approached but through the intervention of these 
arrogant ministers of state, who take good care tw 
be remunerated for their intercession. 

I have no objection to a ministry appointed as a 
convenient and expedient class of men, that the re- 
ligious business of a district may be conducted de- 
cently and in order; but upon no other ground.— 
And although I should prefer well-educated and li- 
beral men for this purpose, I see no reason for giv- 
ing them an exclusive preference. In the purest 
times of Christianity, the elders of every church 
transacted the religious business of it. Did Jesus 
Christ choose his disciples, whom he nominated to 
preach the Gospel, from among the learned and the 
wise ? Mankind are pestered with the rights of the 
priesthood! Rights! what rights? who pays them? 
who supports them? who enables those drones in 
the hive to fatten on the labours of the industrious 
bee ? who seem to glory in being ignorant of all 
useful knowledge, and skilled only in the quarrel- 
some questions and senseless jargon of metaphysi- 
cal divinity. 

It is the idleness, the pride, the aristocracy of rank 

and wealth, that has rendered the priesthood neces- 
sary. People are too indolent or too timid to pray 
for themselves, and they hire a proud priest to pray 
for them! Then too, their ears must be tickled by 
eloquent discourses ; as if religion needed eloquence 
to enforce it! surely all this is not necessarily and 
essentially religion! Fellow-Citizens, you aid 
these impostors to cheat you, by making them ne- 
cessary to you. Let them know that they are not, 
as they claim to be, your masters; let them know 
that you hire them and you pay them; and they 
will not be a whit the less pious for being mort 
humble. 
These views of the subject are well worth your 
consideration. The priesthood, in every age, 1 
every country, forbid discussion, frown down all in- 
vestigation ; they require, like other tyrants, pas- 
sive obedience and non-resistance. They denounce 
every man who opposes their views ; not merely their 
spiritual, but their temporal views, Their inteot 
here, as elsewhere, is to fetter your minds first, aud 
your bodies afterward; and finally to command 
your pockets, 





pose their congregations! 





It is high time to warn the people, that their !i- 
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berties are in danger ; that they are about to be un- 
dermined by a crafty, persevering, insidious foe, in 
the imposing garb of a heavenly friend. It is high 
time to call upon the honest citizens of this yet free 
country, and to sound the watchword, blow ye the 
trumpet in Zion! 
—<>———_ 
FOR THE GOSPEL MERALD. 


Mr. Editor—A short time since, a Dutch Re- 
formed clergyman in preaching to his congregation, 
took his text in Luke xvi. The “rich man and 
Lazarus,” from the 19th verse to the end of the 
chapter ; but dwelt principally on the 22d, 23d 
and 24th verses, as follows: “ And it came to pass 
that the beggar died, and was carried by angels into 
Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was 
buried. And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in 
torments; and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus 
in his bosom. And he cried, and said, Father Abra- 
ham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my 
tongue, for I am tormented in this flame.” 

It appears, this clergyman previous to his asser- 
tions, had seen a few numbers of the Gospel Herald, 
and took this opportunity to throw out a few hints. 
Thinking, perhaps, this passage in Luke would be 
most likely to confute the doctrine that all are to be 
saved, and to prove that there is a place of eternal 
misery ; for he asserted, that a man might say, with 
the same propriety, that there is no heaven, as that 
there is no hell of endless torments ; and that it was 
plain enough in the above passages that there is such 
a place of torment. 

By publishing the above in your next, with your 
remarks on the subject, you will very much oblige 
one of your subscribers, and a steady reader of the 
Gospel Herald. D. 

REMARKS. 

“ And it came to pass that the beggar died, and 
was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom ; 
the rich man also died, and was buried. And in 
hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and 
seeth Abraham afar off and Lazarus in his bosom. 
And he cried, and said, Father Abraham, have mer- 
cy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip 
of his finger in water, and cool my tongue ; for lam 
tormented in this flame.”—Luke xvi. 22—24. 

The views of Wniversalists, generally, on the pas- 
sage under consideration, have been so often and 
variously published, that we cannot conceive it ne- 

cessary now to enter upon and give a detailed expo- 
sition of this portion of the New Testament. The 
prominent aigument which our correspondent says 
was deduced from this passage by the clergyman, 
namely, that the Scripwres as much teach that there 
is a hell of endless torments, as they teach that there 
ts a heaven, is the principal feature of doctrine which 
we shall now consider in reference to this passage. 
We will so far digress from the course pointed out, 
as to say, of the prominent figures in the parable that 
we believe them to signify the following : 

The rich man, the Jewish priesthood, and pation. 
The purple and fine linen, and sumptuous fare, the 





peculiar privileges enjoyed by the Jews over other 
nations. The beggar the Gentile nations. The 
beggar being laid at the rich man’s gate, full of 
sores, the proximity of the Gentiles to the land of 
Palestine ; and the mental suffering of the Gen- 
tiles in consequence of their idolatrous practices. 
The beggar’s desire to be fed with the crumbs from 
the rich man's table, the insatiable desire of idolatreus 
nations in a state of ignorance, to receive knowledge 
relative to thei origin and destiny. The dogs coin- 
ing and licking the beggar’s sores, the unwearied 
efforts of Gentile Philosophers to calm the fears of 
ignorance, and enlighten the minds of the people. 
The death of the beggar, the introduction of Gospel 
truth to the Gentiles; which is farther exemplified 
by the figure of being carried by angels into Abra- 
ham’s bosom ; that is, converted by Christ’s mes- 
sengers to the faith of Abraham. The death of the 
rich man, the end of the Jewish priesthood, and de- 
struction of the temple, &c. The burial of the 
rich man, the concluding the Jews in unbeliet. (See 
Rom. xi. 25—32.) The rich man lifting up his 
eyes in hell, in torments, the mental suffering of 
the Jews in consequence of their judicial blindness, 
in denying the Messiah. The rich man’s seeing 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom, the 
vail that is over the mental eyes of the Jews, or, in 
other words, their ignorance of the {faith of Alra- 
ham, and their witnessing the Gentiles favoured by 
heaven, and themselves cast out from all their for- 
mer privileges. The rich man’s crying “ Father 
Abraham,” is an evidence of his religious character, 
that he isa Jew. His appeal to Abraham, instead 
of God, is an evidence of his obstinate adherence to 
his traditions, and rejection of the Gospel of Christ. 
The rich man’s desire that Lazarus might fetch 
him a drop of water, to cool his tongue, is signifi- 
cant of the Jews’ suffering, and their extreme soli- 
citude to obtain deliverance. Also, in harmony 
with James declaration (chap. iii. 6,) that the tongue 
is the active agent in wickedness; while the water 
is significant of the efficacy of the Gospel, which the 
Jews rejected, in taming that unruly member, The 
reply of Abraham is significant of the condition of 
unbelieving Jews, and believing Gentiles; and con- 
tains, in contrast, a declaration of their present and 
former conditions ; as well as the impossibility of 
the failure of God’s purpose of mercy towards 
both Jews and Gentiles, as explained at large by 
Paul, in Rom. xi. as well as the impossibility of 
converting the Jews to Christianity, until God's 
own time shall have arrived ; the efforts of modern 
soul-savers to the contrary notwithstandéng. 

We will now consider the passage in relation to 
the hypothesis of endless misery, as alleged to be 
taught in it. 

The whole force of the argument is derived from 
the word Hell; consequently, it is first necessary 
to prove that the term hell, in this passage, of absos 
lute necessity, signifies a place of future and endless 
suffering, and nothing else. No man acquainted 
with the original, and aware that the word rendered 
hell is hades, and who is in possession of his ration- 
al faculties, would dare attempt the proof of this. 
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With the exception of some half-taught clergymen, 
and ignorant laymen, all christendom has been 
obliged to concede, that the Greek term hades does 
not signify a place of future and endless torment. 
The most strenuous advocates of future misery now 
build their wretched and cruel hypothesis altogether 
upon the Greek term Gehenna! Such a falling off 
has happened of Hell’s advocates, from the old foun- 
dation of their “ pleasant doctrine,” that is, from 
the term hades, that none but an ignoramus will 
now come forward in this style and manner of 
proof! The translators have correctly rendered the 
term hades, crave, in t Cor. xv. 55. 

There is, then, no evidence to be derived from 
the passage in question, in support of future, or 
endless torment. If it is denied that the passage 
from Luke xvi. is a parable, then the recipient of 
the narrative, (for a narration it must be, if not a 
parable,) must receive its literal signification, and 
acknowledge, that Abrahaim’s bosom, if of ordinary 
capacity, cannot contain any beside the beggar ; and 
that hades, unless a new location is provided, must 
receive the residue of mankind. It is proper to 
answer, in reply to a Scriptural iterrogation, 
“Do not all go to one place?” Yes—and that 
place is hades! Job says, “ Thou wilt bring me to 
the house appointed for all living.” xxx. 23. Also, 
“The grave [suroL, or HapES] is my house.” 
xvii. 18. If, therefore, to be in hades, is an evidence 
of the future and endless torment of the party, Job, 
perfect and upright as he was, must be damned, or- 
thodox fashion, to all intents and purposes! !! 

On the other hand, if it isconceded that the pas- 
sage under consideration is a parable, then, we say, 
prove from reason, analogy, common sense, and 
Scripture, that the grave,the ground, or “ the house 
appointed for all living,” necessaily signifies a 
place of future and endless torment. It may be 
possible that some unfortunate inhabitant of a luna- 
tic hospital will attempt this ; but we feel confident 
mm hazarding the declaration, that no sane person, 
acquainted with the facts above mentioned, will 
ever publicly risk his reputation in the attempt of 
proving so monstrous an absurdity. 

-Vote.—The above communication preceding the 
remarks, has been necessarily delayed publishing 
until the present time, which apology, it is expect- 
ed, will satisfy our correspondent, D.—Ep. 

—_ 
MOHAMMEDAN PURGATORY. 

When a corpse is laid in the grave, they say he 
is received by an angel, who gives him notice of the 
coming of the two examiners; which are two black 
livid angels, of a terrible appearance, named Mon- 
ker and Nakir. These order the dead person to sit 
upright, and examine him concerning his faith, as 
to the unity of God, and the mission of Moham- 
med. If he answer rightly, they suffer the body 
to rest in peace, and it is refreshed by the air of Pa- 
radise; but, if not, they beat him on the temples, 
with iron maces, till he roars out for anguish so loud, 
that he is heard by all from east to west, except men 
and genii. Then they press the earth on the corpse, 
which is gnawed and stung till the resurrection, by 





ninety-nine dragons, with seven heads each : or, 
as others say, their sins will become venomous 
beasts, the grievous ones stinging like dragons, the 
smaller like scorpions, and the others like serpents: 
circumstances which some understand in a figura- 
tive sense. (Sale’s Koran.) 

The above account of future punishment can be 
as well supported from Scripture testimony, and js 
about as reasonable as the orthodox hypothesis of 
torment after death. It matters not whether a dis- 
ciple of Mahomet, or Calvin, or Hopkins, or Armi- 
nius informs the world of the kind or quality of fy. 
ture punishment. The disciple of Mahomet has as 
good authority as the other disciples above named ; 
and neither the one nor the other has any eyj- 
dence save the ipse dirits and dogmas of their re- 
spective masters and creeds. The doctrine of fu- 
ture punishment is a heathen doctrine ; and the 
slaves to a fear of it may be classed with the wor- 
shippers of Moloch! 

— 

A begging clergyman, claiming some distant 
cousinship with Madam Deering, called on her one 
morning, and after a formal preamble, in which the 
Missionary plans were extolled to the skies, he be- 
gan to intimate in a more direct manner, what peo- 
ple of wealth, and especially, rich widows, ought to 
do, for the perishing immortal souls of the heathen. 
“ Oh,” said the young priest, sighing, “ If J possess- 
ed the world I would give it all for the salvation of 
such precious souls. So dear are they to my heart 
that Iam willing to spend and be spent for the poor 
perishing heathen.” To which, with a celestial 
smile on her countenance, the venerable lady repli- 
ed, “ Sir, I suppose the souls of the heathen are as 
dear and as precious to God as they are to you; and 
since God has the power and the means of saving 
them, I conclude He has a disposition to do as well 
as you would, if you had the same means. Are not 
those dear people in as safe hands now, as they 
would be in yours?” There was so much inspira- 
tion in her remarks, that the young clergyman was 
silent, till the subject of conversation was changed. 

Christian Intelligencer. 
—<@-— 


WHAT IS LIFE? 
What is life? "Tis a delicate shell, 
Thrown up by eternity’s flow, 
On time's bank of quicksand to dwell, 
And a moment its loveliness show. 


Gone back to its element grand 
Is the billow that brought it on shore : 
See! another is washing the strand ; 
Aad the beautiful shell is no more. 


MONTGOMERY. 
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